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It is, therefore, apparent, upon the noble lord's suppo-
sition, that the price of the Ifquor will be raised in conse-
quence of this tax, that no man can be hindered from more
than a fifth part of his usual debauchery, which, however,
would be some advantage^to the publick; but even this
small advantage cannot be expected from the bill, because
one part will obstruct the benefits that might be hoped
from another.

The duty upon liquors, however inconsiderable, will be
necessarily an augmentation of the price to the first buyer,
but probably that augmentation will be very little felt by
the consumer. For, my lords, it must be considered, that
many circumstances concur to constitute the price of any
commodity; the price of what is in itself cheap, may be
raised by the art or the condition of those that sell it;
what is engrossed by a few hands, is sold dearer than when
the same quantity is dispersed in many; and what is sold
in security, and under the protection of the law, is cheaper
than that which exposes the vender to prosecutions and
penalties.

At present, my lords, distilled spirits are sold in opposi-
tion to the laws of the kingdom ; and, therefore, it is rea-
sonable, as has been before observed, to believe that an
extraordinary profit is expected, because no man will incur
danger without advantage. It is at present retailed, for
the greatest part, by indigent persons, who cannot be sup-
posed to buy it in large quantities, and, consequently, not at
the cheapest rate; and who must, of necessity, gain a large
profit, because they are to subsist upon a very small stock.

These causes concurring, may be easily imagined to
raise the price more than a fifth part above the profit
which is expected in other trafiick; but when this bill shall
become a law, the necessity of large profit will no longer
subsist; for there will then be no danger in retailing spirits,
and they will be chiefly sold in houses by persons who can
afford to purchase them in great quantities, who can be
trusted by the distiller, for the usual time allowed in other
trades; and who, therefore, may selLthem without any ex-
orbitant advantage.
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